
Now Then� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 � 
 	 � � 
 �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � ��  !" !
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 John & Dora Black Family

Boulder Country and It’s People, LeNora LeFevre, p. 113

In 1904, Almon Robison sold his land, cattle and improvements to Joseph Robison and John Black.  

That fall Joseph sold his interest to John Black, his cows and calves selling for ten dollars a pair and 

left Boulder with Alfred Whatcott.  It was past the middle of Nevemeber when when they closed the deal.  

Dora, John’s wife, had been ready for days and was anxious to start their journey over the mountainous 

country they must travel before they reached Kanosh.  The days were warm with clear blue skies throughout 

the month of October and so far, in November.  It was a balmy day when the Blacks left the ranch in the 

loaded wagon with their four children Lasca, Leone, Orrin, and baby Stanford.  John drove the team of 

four horses up the Haws road and would go by way of McGath Lake to the Boulder Swale across the 

country to Wayne County and from there to Kanosh.  They camped the first night in the McGath cabin.  

Early the next morning they found the mountain covered with snow twenty-four inches deep with heavy 

clouds promising more.  They hurried through breakfast and hastened on their way.  Soon the horses 

were pulling the wagon through the deep snow over the first switchbacks.  About halfway up the steep 

rocky road from McGath Lake to the Boulder Swale on the summit, the sweating horses stopped.  Dora 

and the little children climbed out of the wagon to push on the wheels.  Lasca and Leone pushed on the 

rear wheels, little Orrin trudged along behind while Dora with seven-month old Stanford under one arm 

pushed on the front wheel.  Just as it rolled over an enormous rock, she slipped and fell in the path of the 

rear wheel which ran right over her.  John was standing up whipping the horses.  Lasca was screaming, 

“Papa,”  John never looked back, the horses were slipping and plunging up the slick rocky road while 

he kept them moving and never stopped until the road leveled out.  There he pulled the team to a stop 

and went down the hill to where Dora and the baby were still lying in the snow.  He helped them up and 

fortunately they were not hurt, just badly frightened.  Big flakes of snow were softly falling again and 

they were all wringing wet.  John helped his family into the wagon now that they were safely over ther 

hazardous switchbacks.  On they went through the silent forest.  The air was warm but they felt pressed 

for time as the snow deepened.  After several days, they reached Kanosh over the snow-packed road where 

once again they were warm and comfortable in their home.
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Hogsback Heritage Project

“The Women”
Since October, many people in and connected to 

Boulder have been writing essays, biographies, 

stories, poems, songs, and histories about some 

of the incredible women of Boulder both past and 

present.  With over 50 entries, the publication 

is preparing to go to press.  It will be available 

for purchase at the Boulder Heritage Festival.  

Many of those people who have participated in 

this project will share their pieces at the Boulder 

Heritage Festival Thursday.  The publication is 

supported by the Utah Humanities Council.
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Buy a cow or calf for your family or business.  We bring in the herd and you decorate them 

to represent your family or business.  We would like cows displayed throughout town from 

the 4th of July celebration until they are displayed at the grounds of the Anasazi Park for 

the Boulder Heritage Festival.  Cows are $200 and Calves are $150 which includes a 

portion which is tax deductible.  
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